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SEVERE LOCAL STORMS FOR AUGUST 1945 

[Compiled by hfARY 0. SOUDER] 

[The table herewith contains such data as has been received concerning severe local storms that occurred during the month. A revised list of toimadoes will appear in thc UNITED 

Place 

Columbia, S. C., vicinity of 

Madison County,N.Y..-. 

Clinton and qordon, Nebr., 

Cherokee and Ida Counties, 
and vicinities. 

Iowa. 

MilwaukeeHarbor, Wis ... 

Grand Island, Nebr .._._._ ~ 

Owens Valley, Calif ....- _ _ _  

New Jersey, southem por. 
tion. 

Cbouteau County, Mont. 
from Carter to southeasi 
comer of the county. 

Abbyville, Kans., 6 mile! 
north. 

Kossuth County, Iowa..-. 

Marshalltown, Iowa, vicin 

Belle Plaine. I O w  
Clinton, IUWR, aud vicini 

i ty of. 

ties. 

Sidney, Nebr., vicinity of 
Qreeue County, Pa ___..__ 

Robeline, La 

Howard Count>.. Nebr. 
~ western portiori.' 
A d a m  and Webster Coun 

ties, Nebr. 

Burr Oak to Randall 
Kaus., and vicinities. 

Haven, Kalls., 4 mile 
north. 

Grant County, Okla -.... 

Hartiington sod Coleridge 
Nebr. 

Salt Lake City Airport an( 
Salt Lake City. Utah 

ties. 

~ - 

Date 

Itlullat 
1846 

2 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5 

5 

6 i  

11 

13 

13 

13 

13-14 
13-14 

14 
14  

16 

16 

16 

l e  

l i  

l i  

li 

l! 

% 

Time 

4:4b9:30p. m mw. T. 

0.m ____.____ 

a.m .________ 

230 p. m. - 

Near midnig 

6a.m-.---- .  
P . m  

7 p.m -...... 

p. m., c. v 
T. 

9-9:30 p. m 
C. W. T. 

10-11 p. m.. 

E 3 0  a. m- - 
3-5 a. m---- 

4 a. m., C. V 
T. 

230-5 p. II 
C. W. T. 

STATES hf ETEOROLOCICAL \7EARBOOK] 

Value of 
xoperty 
iestroyed -- 

$1,000 

44,5M 

m. MH 

110, MH 

6,001 

50,001 

M,W 

500, 

88.00' 

Character of storm 

Electrical. -. - -. . . . 
l'hunderstorm. high 

winds, trud hail. 

rornadic wind, hail, 

Heavy rain _..______ 
and rain. 

Wind.. _ _  . . . . -. _. 

l'hunderstorni and 

ties\ y rain.. ....-.. 
heavy wind. 

Torrential rain and 

Hail ..___.__________ 

High wind .________ 

I ieary  rain _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Thunderstorm. _ _ _  - 
Electrical.. . . . ___. - 
Rain and wind ..... 

wind. 

Windsquall. - -. . - 
Tornado.. __......_ 

Small tornado..- - -. 
Straight-line wind.. 

Hail. 

Hail, wind, and rau 

Hail and wind- - -. . 

Remarks 

Portion of house demolished after being struck by lightning; 2 persons 
injured. 

Unestimated damage reported south of Oneida Lake in Madison County. 
Small boats mere blown 20 feet inl'md, fallen trees blocked highways 
and powrr and communicatiou lines were disrupted. Hail swept ad 
area 4 miles wide and 10 miles long, heatlug down crops and damaging 
windows and roofs. Some measured hailstones were 8 inches in circum- 
ference. 

Property destroyed about. 6135 000. over a path 35 miles long. Loss in 
crops from hail o&r a path 3'rniles wide and G miles long, $200,000. 

In Cheroker County 21; road bridws were washed away and some sections 
of railroad tracks washed out.. Little SiouY and hIaple Rivers, as well as 
many smaller streams. overflowed. LOPS to shocked oats from flooding 
in Ida Grove. Iowa. No reliable estimate of total damage available. 

hfany sailing boats gathered for a regatta were loosened from their moor- 
ings. Only minor damage reported. hfan drowned in afternoon when 
wind overturned his moturboat. 

Considerable damage from lightning; streets flooded. 

Storm occurred in scattered portion of the 1nyo's-h.iono area with the 
Dara-in-Keeler arra reported to have had heaviest damage. ' Disaster 
struck Kerler, one of southt.rn Inyos oldest communities when torrents 
of Aoodwatcrs. originating from a cloudburst in Cerro Gordo Canyon 
area, rushed through the entire town. causing heavy destruction and 
damage to homes, business houscs. the main highway, streets, and the 
railroad. Loadt.d ore cars south of the old Cerro Gordo mill were turned 
over on the trarks and torn from the wheels. Gullies 4 feet deep were 
rut  undrr t.he railroad tracks in this sect.iun,suspending them in the air. 
Southern PaciEc narrow page service at Keeler was suspended when 
tons of mud and gravel to,the depth of 2 feet were deposited on the road- 
bed for a distance extending neuly a half mile in Keeler. hlonday an 
emergency crew of 200 men arrived to clear the debris. and a train was 
dispatched late that nieht. An ot€icial of the California Electric Power 
Co. and Interstate Telegraph Co. reprmted intermittent trouble, for the 
most part tbt. result of lightning striking lines. 

Reported that men were hlown 100 yards and barns blown a mile; houses 
blown against uproot.ed t.rees. and attic windows sucked out. Much 
pr0pert.y damaged and several 1Jersons injured. 

The stones ranging in size from peas to hen eggs, destroyed all grains 
damaged h f s  and farm equipment, broke windows, and killed poultr; 
and small animals. 

Buildings and trees damaged; path 3% miles long. 

Several sections of roads washed out. in the Algona-Irrington ares. I n  
Algoua and viciuity there was $5.000 damage to buildings, $2,000 loss in 
crops, and $300 to livestock. 

Trees broken and uorooted: about 100 electric voles down. and t.eleohone 
and electric servici, disrulJhl.  Eight miies s;uth\\.est of hl&iifitoi.n 
a bnru wasstruck by liglitniiig and burued. 

nam struck hy lightning wid biirnvd. 
hhout 4 ii idies or rain fell in 11.s tnnn 3 hours. floodinx strwts aud hasp- 

nieuts as sewers were overta\ed. Numerous creeks overfloa ed carrying 
trees st imps fences hog troughs etc. Much damage wa caused to the 
footLgs and Approadhes of thr n;u AIill Creek bridge, and 2 bridges in 
the citv were washed out. hfanv houses in the lrnvlands flootlpd siih- ~~ ... . -. 
wa~ys GIOCIGXJ t u  t rsf6cbrrausu of'\vater. ~d iiiaiiy sivt ions of pawment 
washpd out. Tangible propcrty dexroywl or daiiiak!ed and tlw cost of 
cleaning up mud, saud, etc.. was $s?L1.W uiostly in tlic city of Clinton. 
Field and garden crop loss, b13,Oou; livwfock aud movable equipment, 
<vu1 

S&%l buildings destroved or damaged. 
Between 15 and 90 barn; blown down and roofs taken off several homes. 

2 b a r n  destroyed, a garage damaged, and some timber uprooted; no 

Loss chiefly to corn and small grain; path 24 miles long. 

Damage of from 50 to 75 percent on some farms. In Webster County 
loss in corn crop was $3,000; some property damaged; path 50 mile8 

Principal storm path west of Mankato and Jewell. Much loss in corn 
crop and gardens and cdensive damage to roofs and wiudows. Path 
30 milcs long. 

Buildigs and trees damaged, $5,000; loss in crops, $1.000; path 3 miles 
long. 

Storm started in Harper County, Kans., and extended over a path 40 
miles long through Grant County, Okla. Property damage, $35,000; 
crou loss. 615.000. 

Several large trees uprooted. 

estimate of damage received. 

long. 

Damage mainiy to corn and main, but some glass and roofs damaged; 

In addition a cloudburst occurred in the hills north of the city; property 
path 12 miles long. 

damaged. 

An iscredible amount of hail fell, some of it being t.he size of hen eggs. 
Hailstones were from 12 to 18 inches deep in some yards arid from 6 to 
8 inches deep in other places and on Highway No. 40. Loss in wheat 
and corn and other garden crops and ui cranberries. Greatest single 
loss estimated at $15,000 to cranberry vines and fruit in an 8-acre marsh. 
Many windows on uorth and west sides of farmhouses broken; roofs 
aud automobiles damaged, and some poultry killed. Wind during 
this storm damaged frw farmhouses and 10 or more barns and blew 
down 2 barns and several smaller farm buildings. One person was 
injured. Crop loss, $75,W; property damage, $13,M)O; path 45 miles 
long. 



146 

Gage and Jefferson Coun- 

Houston, Tex ____.._______. 

Menomonie, Wis., vicinity 

Swea City, Iowa, 2 miles 

Cass County Ind _...___._. 

La Porte to Michigan City, 

Peru, Ind ____.._________... 

ties, Nehr. 

Of. 

south. 

Counties, Va. 

Ind. 

F r e d e r i c k  ’snd C l a r k e  

Place 1 Date 

28 

28 

29 

30 

30 
30 

30 

31 

AWUd 
1946 

Dolliva, to ,We&, Iowa, 24 

Zion National Park, Utah.- 25 
and vicinities. 

6 9  p. m., c. 
11% p. m..... 

i - i :30 P. I11., 
C. TV. T. 

W. T. 

._____._____-- - 

11-1 

75 

$4-3 

5 M d O  
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. -. -. 

1 

Widt.h 

yards 

__.____._...... 

30, OOIJ 

35,003 

......._.__.._. 

P.m ____...._. 

.____ 

0 

..-........ 

-. . . . . . . 

_ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _  
_ _ _ _ _  
._._. 

sn. o w  
1?1,000 

5,000 

50,000 

Character of storm 

Rain and wind ..... 

C I o u d h u rs t , hai l  

TrolJiCal hurricane.. 
and wind. 

Light to heavy hail.. 

Tornado - - -. - - - _. . . . 

Hail ...-. --. __._ .--.. 

Tornadic wind. _ _  -. 
Wind and hail L . .  

Hail, wind, electrical 

Hail ..... 

Electrical. - - - - - - ... 

AUQUST 1945 

Remarks 

Loss in corn from 10 to SO percent, also in soy beans, flas, and Zardens. 

Damage to buildings and roads. 
No estimate of tut.al loss available, but said to be heavy. 

The center of the disturbanre was 30 miles east of Corpus Christi. but  wind 
already had reached a peak velocity of 101 miles per hour a t  t.he Naval 
Air Training Center just 10 miles to the south. Winds of i o  niiles per 
hour or mure extended outward as far as 50 miles to the east and north 
of the center, with winds up to 110 miles an hour over a small area. 
Est.imatc o f  loss nnt. given. 

Damage spotted, path 25 miles long. 

This tornado occurred a t  the time that t.he hurricane wasentered in the 
area about G O  miles southwest of Houston and about t.he time that the 
niaximuui wind occurred a t  the city office. 

As much as 55 Iwrcent. crop loss including tobacco and corn; property 
<lamage small: path 25 miles lung. 

Luss in corn and soybeans; pat.h 3 miles long. 

Pr0pert.y daninge. t30,Otlo: loss in crops, $20,000. 
Loss chiefly to apples and corn, about $110,000; property damage, $5,000; 

Some stones size of hen eggs. 

Ordnance plant struck by lightning and burned. 

property and livestock destroyed by lightning, $6,000. 

“West Virginia, north and north-rentral portions. etc.,” should be deleted since this 
storm was urintcd in June 1944. Pam 110: Hoomole. Ill.. on the 2ith: last sentence under 

Nom.-Corrections on this table for June 1945; page 109, last storm listed for 23d: Remarks, should read, “46 persons &re injuridd;” instead of killed.  


